2006 Grantmaking

Central Illinois Grant-making (total value of requests: $376,205):

Youth

Illinois CASA

Springfield, IL

$39,135 to cover costs related to starting a new CASA program in Effingham County.    

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Sangamon County 

Springfield, IL
$3,400 for the purchase of educational games and workbooks to be used by mentors and kids at 30 school-based sites in Sangamon, Christian and Montgomery counties.

Camp Care-a-Lot 

Jacksonville, IL

$2,700 for their summer camp programs serving children aged six to 10 in Christian and Montgomery counties.

Christian County YMCA 

Taylorville, IL

2,000 to reduce debt from the previous capital campaign and to provide funds to resurface the activity center floor, remodel the women/girls locker and shower rooms and provide exercise equipment to the Wellness Center and the new Youth Fitness Center.

Mid-Illinois Big Brothers Big Sisters

Charleston, IL
$5,800 for program development and supplies for mentoring centers used by big brothers and big sisters and their little brothers and sisters at the learning centers where mentoring takes place.  Materials would be used to build the social relationship that is critical to maintaining contact over school holidays and summers.

Education

Christian County Historical Society & Museum 

Taylorville, IL 

$2,500 to expand educational programming in Christian County’s first courthouse by developing an exhibit featuring offices used when Lincoln practiced law during in the 1840s. 

University of Illinois Foundation/ WILL-TV

Champaign, IL

$11,250 to support the Electing Healthcare Project
Libraries

Arthur Public Library

Arthur, IL

$11,500 for five laptops and two spinner shelves to improve how space is utilized in the library

Helen Matthes Library

Effingham, IL

$19,500,to purchase a one year license to the Recorded Books e-Audiobooks databases for each library which would include adult and children’s as well as one MP3 player for each library.

Newman Regional Library District Newman, IL
$7,500 to support bookmobile library services to five townships in Edgar and Douglas Counties that currently have no library service.

Paris Carnegie Library

Paris, IL 

$2,430 to assist with costs related to automating their library functions.

Readers’ Bridge NFP

Toledo, IL

$1,500 to provide non-resident library cards in Coles, Cumberland and Effingham counties.

Capacity Building
Coles County Casa

Charleston, IL

$10,500 to cover a portion of the salary for an executive director.
Mid-Illinois Chapter American Red Cross Decatur, IL
$3,600 to purchase one year’s worth of training in their fundraising software program.  They already own the software but due to its complexity, can not use it to its fullest capacity

Champaign Urbana Theatre Company 

Champaign, IL
$10,000 to create a formal, sustained private giving program to underwrite ongoing operations.
Coles County Mental Health 

Mattoon, IL

$15,000 to hire a consultant to create a comprehensive fund development strategy that is in line with their strategic goals and also builds internal expertise. 

I Sing the Body Electric

Mattoon, IL 

$13,400 for continuing their evaluation plan and for hiring technical expertise/consultant to research sustainability strategies to keep the program financially afloat after their grant ends in 2009

United Way of Christian County

Taylorville, IL

$6,950 to hire a consultant to assist with their primary goal of increasing their annual fundraising or their secondary goal of improve board governance.  

United Way of Coles County

Mattoon, IL

$8,000 for salary support to bring their part time staff person to full time.  This would allow them to expand hours of operation, increase community presence and build more relationships which would result in increased fundraising

Website Grants

Grants to aid in the construction or redevelopment of an organization website were given in the amount of $29,600 to eight organizations, each receiving aid in the amount of $3,700.  The Foundation also played the role of facilitating matching the organization with a writing consultant and web administrator. 

Children’s Advocacy Center

Douglas Co. Mental Health & Family Counseling

Embarrass River Management Association

HOPE of East Central Illinois

Mattoon Public Library

Mid-Illinois Big Brothers Big Sisters

Shelbyville Area Community Foundation

United Way of Coles County

Micro-Grants

Operation Snowball

Springfield, IL

$1,040 for a Board member to attend the Underage Drinking Enforcement Training Center's 7th Annual National Leadership Conference in Baltimore, MD.
Illinois Environmental Council Education Fund

Springfield, IL

$1,200 for the Executive Director and the Outreach Coordinator to attend the State Environmental Leadership Program's annual conference in Leavenworth, WA. 

Mid-Illinois Big Brothers Big Sisters

Charleston, IL

$1,500 to conduct a planning and team building retreat for the Board of Directors. 

Illinois Association of Court Appointed Special Advocates (Illinois CASA)

Springfield, IL

$785 for the Program Specialist to attend the Group Facilitation Methods seminar at the Institute of Cultural Affairs in Chicago.

Macon County CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate)

Decatur, IL

$449 for the Executive Director and the Program Coordinator to attend the 2006 Illinois CASA Conference in Springfield, IL.

Helen Matthes Library

Effingham, IL

$1,287 to send two staff members to the 2006 Illinois Library Association Annual Conference in Chicago.

Prairie Rivers Network

Champaign, IL

$1,027 to send the Watershed Organizer and the Clean Water Program Coordinator to the Soil and Water Conservation Society conference in Kansas City, MO.

Habitat for Humanity of Champaign County

Champaign, IL

$1,500 to send the Executive Director and the Volunteer and Outreach Manager to the 2006 National Leadership Conference in Charlotte, NC.  
Coles County Mental Health Association

Mattoon, IL

$1,106 to send the Director of Communications and Development to a Board Source workshop for board governance consultants in Chicago.  
The Parent Place

Springfield, IL

$1,500 to hire a professional consultant to provide Board development training.

Illinois CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates)

Springfield, IL

$570 for their Program Specialist, Eileen Setti, to attend a Participatory Strategic Planning training at the Institute of Cultural Affairs in Chicago.  We made a micro grant last quarter for Eileen to attend the pre-requisite course, Group Facilitation Methods.

American Red Cross, Illinois Capital Area Chapter

Springfield, IL

$1,500 to fund a portion of consultant fees for meetings to train individuals in methods of cost/benefit analysis and budget forecasting techniques.  Travel and food costs for two participants from Charleston are also included.

Sexual Assault Counseling and Information Service

Charleston, IL

$530 for their Adult Counselor, Jane Wilson, to attend the 40th Annual Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies Convention in Chicago.  Jane also will present research to conference attendees.

Community Shares of Illinois

Champaign, IL

$1,270 for two staff members to attend the National Alliance for Choice in Giving (a conference for federated giving programs, like United Ways) in Orlando, Florida. 

Mid Illinois Senior Services

Sullivan, IL

$1,500 to fund a board retreat and coaching program. The work will focus on board recruitment, fundraising, strategic thinking and goal setting. 

Little Theatre on the Square

Charleston, IL

$1,500 for their board to conduct a self evaluation exercise and a one-day board training to look at changing their structure and operations to improve effectiveness and prepare for a long range strategic planning process.

Illinois Stewardship Alliance

Rochester, IL

$932 to attend the Making Media Connections workshops in Chicago focusing on ways to  get your nonprofit stories into the press.

Children’s Advocacy Center of East Central Illinois

Charleston, IL

$1,460 to send the Executive Director and a member of the multi-disciplinary team to the National Children’s Advocacy Center’s National Symposium on Child Abuse in Huntsville, AL.

Best Buddies
Chicago, IL

$1,500 to send four new student leaders

To the Best Buddies International leadership

Conference in Bloomington, IN. 

Macon County CASA

Decatur, IL

$1,030 for the Executive Director and two part-time coordinators to attend the 2007 Illinois CASA state conference in Springfield.

Children’s Advocacy Center

Charleston, IL

$1500 to send five members of the CAC Advisory Board (many of whom are the investigators, prosecutors and child interviewers) to a training that will help establish protocol for procedures used when interviewing children who are victims of child abuse.

Habitat for Humanity of Sangamon County
Springfield, IL

$1500 to send the Executive Director and the Development Director to a course on major gifts at the Fundraising School in Chicago, IL.  

Living Hope Counseling Center

Springfield, IL

$1490 for their professional counseling staff to attend a four-day training conference and team building opportunity in Nashville, TN.  

Prairie Rivers Network

Champaign, IL

$600 to send their Clean Water Program Coordinator to the Annual River Rally in Stevenson, WA.

Sangamon County Community Foundation

Springfield, IL

$1500 for the Executive Director to attend the annual COF’s national conference in San Francisco, CA and a pre-session on resource development for community foundations.  

University of Illinois Extension

Urbana, IL

$1500 to fund scholarships for their leadership conference in Champaign, IL for participants who do not have institutional support to attend.  

Regional Grant-making: 

Chicago, IL
· The Associated Colleges of Illinois - $10,000 for the Hispanic College Readiness Initiative for students in the Pilsen neighborhood.  The program aims to increase high school graduation and college enrollment rates of low-income, minority youth.

· Mexican Fine Arts Museum - $5,000 in support of Radio Arte, a youth broadcasting initiative that provides youth ages 14-19 an opportunity to be creative, responsible radio broadcasters.   The two-year training program includes a six-month theory course in creative writing and voice training, a six-month hands-on training with technical equipment, and a year-long on air program.

Philadelphia, PA

· City Year (A member of the AmeriCorps National Service Network) - $10,000 to expand the Starfish Corps, a 20-week after school service learning program currently serving 120 elementary school students in three schools.  

· Philadelphia Mura Arts Advocates - $10,000 for general operating support for their art education programs that use mural-making as a means to teach transferable life and job skills to at-risk youth.  Mural-making also empowers neighborhoods by bringing together community members, youth and artists to create murals.

San Francisco, CA
· The Bay School of San Francisco - $10,000 to support an Admissions Workshop ($5,000) and for two current students to attend the National People of Color Conference ($5,000). 

Fairchester Area, CT
· First Night Westport/Weston -  $5,000 to promote the “Battle of the Bands”, a youth event held at the Westport teen center where teens vote for their favorite band in conjunction with First Night, an alcohol free, community-wide celebration of New Years Eve through the arts.

· Wilton Library - $5,000 to assist with costs for a variety of improvements in the children’s area.  The library is currently conducting a capital campaign drive to renovate and expand the entire facility.

· SoNo Arts - $5,000 to conduct community arts workshops for at-risk children identified by the Norwalk Housing Authority that will create public arts murals.  Approximately 48 children and 8 parents will participate. This all-volunteer organization has produced an Arts Celebration attended by over 88,000 people every year for the past 28 years.

· Family ReEntry - $10,000 increase enrollment in the Champions Mentoring Program that matches children ages 9-13 who have a parent or close relative in prison with volunteer mentors.  In this second year of the program, they would like to increase the number of mentor-mentee matches from 40 to 125.  

Chautauqua County, NY
· Arts Council of Chautauqua County $10,000 in support of a Radio Apprentice Program targeting Hispanic youth to be offered in collaboration with Jamestown High School and the Arts Council’s radio station.

Albuquerque, NM

· Albuquerque Youth Symphony Program, Inc. - $10,000 for the Private Lesson Program to assist students who are not studying privately due to financial hardship so that they can acquire the technical skills necessary to perform in the orchestra.

· PB&J Family Services - $10,000 to help 16-20 kids through the KidPACT Program, a support group that helps them deal with their parent's incarceration.

Environmental Grant-making:

Grants were made to the following organizations:

· Douglas-Hart Nature Center, Mattoon - $1,900 to post signs and provide guidebooks for a self-guided tree trail.

· Environmental Law & Policy Center, Chicago - $40,000 for each of two years to continue their work on water quality standards, pollution and wetlands permits, TMDLs and Clean Water Act enforcement.

· Environmental Law & Policy Center & Prairie Rivers Network, Chicago, Champaign $20,000 to develop a regulatory proposal and public awareness effort that will lay the groundwork for reductions in the use of and contamination of Illinois water bodies by pesticides and herbicides that are harmful to aquatic plants and animals.

· Illinois Environmental Council Education Fund, Springfield - $15,000 outright and $15,000 matching grant to support the Mercury Free Illinois Campaign, a coalition of environmental organizations, staffed and led by IECEF that share a vision of reducing and eliminating mercury pollution in Illinois.

· Illinois Stewardship Alliance, Rochester - $40,000 to work with Community Colleges to plan, develop and implement an Illinois Sustainable Agriculture Certificate Program.

· Metropolitan Planning Council, Chicago - $35,000 to help downstate counties learn about and implement stormwater management to improve water quality, reduce flooding, and protect natural resources.

· Prairie Rivers Network, Champaign - $35,000 for each of two years for the Clean Water, Habitat Protection and Citizen Advocacy project that will improve water quality, protect fish and wildlife habitat, and lead to a more active citizenry committed to these efforts.

· Ecology Action Center, Bloomington - $10,000 to positively influence the stormwater education implementation plans included in the 2008 NPDES Phase II Stormwater Permits and to maximize the impact of stormwater education programs on communities across Downstate Illinois.

· Southern Illinois University, Carbondale - $15,761 to produce a resource guide in the form of a report, that summarizes and presents a cost-benefit analysis of water quality improvement projects in Illinois lakes funded with public money.

· University of Illinois at Springfield - Request: $15,000 to conduct a day-long educational forum for rural high school and college students and community members to discuss alternate land-use practices for river floodplain habitats.

